At the ABC General Assembly held on October 30-31, 2003 in Podgorica, the ABC member chambers of commerce, discussing the business cooperation in the region, trade liberalization as a prerequisite for accession to the EU and modernization of the ABC member chambers’ work in the Balkan countries, in spirit of the practice of European chambers  and in the capacity of regional corporate sectors’ representatives, agreed to 

Propose to the respective Governments

1.  Regional cooperation and establishment of a free trade zone in the South-east Europe are a road to European integration. Therefore, the governments are expected to finish the process of signing agreements on free trade and proceed with implementation of the second phase – setting up the free trade zone within the fixed timetable and in line with the Memorandum on Trade Liberalization and Facilitation (Brussels 2001).

2. The governments are to facilitate the trade and communication between the business communities in the region and as follows: 

· By undertaking concrete and synchronized measures regarding construction of new and reconstruction of the existing infrastructure and transport network among the states. In this regard it is necessary to put into function Pan-European corridors that are essential for economic ties of this region with the EU; 

· By speeding up and intensifying activities which would result in simplifying customs procedures, improving infrastructure of border crossings in the countries of the region, facilitating visa issuance for businessmen;

· In order to facilitate transport, and based on signed Memorandum of Understanding regarding facilitating transport in South-east Europe (SECI) and obligations that governments accepted with regard to this, it is necessary to authorize chambers to issue Certificates on Total Truck’s Weight. Also, the governments are to urgently create a setting for the application of »single payment« principle - payment of administrative obligations in one place.

· Cumulation of origin of goods – extending implementation of Pan-European cumulation of origin to the countries of the Western Balkans as well as establishing regional cumulation of origin are key factors for establishing free trade zone in the region and integration into EU economy. Basis for concrete activities of governments – establishing necessary level of customs administrative cooperation and other prerequisites are part of the  Stabilization and Association Agreements, the Communication of the European Commission with Proposals for New European Partnership (May 2003) and the Thessalonica Summit (June 2003);

3. In view of the needs of ABC member states, and in the spirit of European chambers’ practice, the ABC is advocating that a partnership relationship and constant dialogue be established between the governments and chambers as representatives of business community in the region. PPP strengthening can guarantee further regional development. 
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